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Four Lynch Men in Old ’96 District, SC, Pre-Revolution 

Aaron, Edward, William, John Lynch 

 

 In the years preceding the American Revolution there were only five known men with 

the Lynch surname living in the Up-Country of South Carolina: Aaron, Edward, David, William, 

and John.   Noted South Carolina researcher and author, Brent Holcomb, told a client that at 

that time there were just two Lynch families in Carolina: the famous Patriots, son and father 

Thomas; and our family.   In the following discourse I have marked with a + those items for 

which I have original or primary documentation.    No statements made here are based on 

undocumented information from the internet.  David and his family are a topic of their own.  

Among these men there are NO KNOWN QUAKERS. 

 

I.  Aaron Lynch – born about 1738, died after 1810 census+ of Laurens County, S.C.; married to 

Jean Allison, daughter of James Allison+ as proven by the will of James Allison+ dated 10 

August 1778 in which he named grandchildren, children of Aaron Lynch+.   Aaron Lynch’s 

children, including John (bc1760)+ who married Janie Ellison and is the ancestor of this writer 

are listed and discussed elsewhere.   Since a descendant of John, son of Aaron, has had a Y-

DNA test which proves a relationship to David and Thomas of North Carolina, Aaron’s Y-DNA 

will also match. 

 Note:  James Allison had a 1769 Royal Land Grant+ on Warriors Creek of the Enroee 

River.  Aaron claimed a Royal Land Grant+ adjoining that of his father-in-law in 1771+.  

Edward Lynch had filed for his Royal Land Grant+ on 6 June 1769,+ the same day that James 

Allison filed.   They are listed with just one name in between.+  Edward’s grant was just across 

the River in what would later become Spartanburg, as shown on the plat map.+ 

 Note:  James Allison was Scots-Irish from Pennsylvania+ via Granville, N.C.,+ where he 

is found as witnessing a deed of Edward Lynch.+   James Allison is also listed on the Petition 

from Orange County, NC, to Lord Granville+ along with Thomas, John and Edward Lynch. 

 Note:  James Allison is NOT related to Robert Ellison who settled on Beaverdam 

Creek+ in Laurens County which runs just north of Warriors Creek and runs parallel to it.   He 
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was the father of Janie Ellison+ who married Aaron’s son & my ancestor John Lynch+.  

Because certain researchers have tried to force a father-son relationship onto this Robert 

Ellison & James Allison, they have created projected birth dates that distort both families.  

The Ellisons (who are my direct & proven Jamestowne ancestoral family+) settled at 

Williamsburg, SC, in the early 1700’s after migrating from Virginia.+   They did not come to 

Beaverdam Creek until after the Revolution.+   Complicating the relationships:  Robert 

Ellison’s son, grandson, James Ellison, joined his uncle and aunt,  John and Janie Lynch, in 

Claiborne County, TN, about 1810.+ 

 Note:  Not all of James Allison’s grandchildren are listed in his will – just those named 

James, Jean, Joseph,+ and a married granddaughter, Elizabeth Stone (daughter of Edward)+.  

There were numerous Lynch and Casey grandchildren not named+. 

 Note:  Although one researcher claims to have found Quaker records for this Aaron in 

NC, a thorough search of NC Quaker records has not turned up an Aaron of this generation 

who was a Quaker. 

 

II. EDWARD LYNCH – born about 1736; will dated 2 August 1798+, Spartanburg, SC which 

names his son, Isaac.+  (Note that David Lynch also named sons Thomas & Isaac.)  Edward 

married Margaret Allison, also a daughter of James Allison,+ making him the brother-in-law 

of his probable brother, Aaron.  Some of Edward’s children are also listed in the James Allison 

will.+  Margaret out-lived Edward and is found on the census of Spartanburg along with 

Isaac.+     

 As mentioned above, Edward filed for his SC Royal Land Grant on the same day, 6 June 

1769, that his father-in-law James Allison filed+.  He is also found with James Allison, Thomas 

& John Lynch on the Granville Petition in Orange County, NC,+ before moving to SC.  Listed on 

his deed of sale in Orange Co, NC, before moving is James Allison, witness.+   It becomes 

evident that he was in the same place at the same time in North Carolina that Thomas & John 

Lynch were.   In light of the recent Y-DNA discovery that links: Thomas Lynch of Orange Co, 

NC;  David Lynch of Orange Co, NC and Newberry, SC;  and John, son of Aaron of Laurens Co, 

SC;  it quickly becomes apparent that Edward is definitely a part of the family group also.   
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Since Edward was in Orange Co, North Carolina+  at the same Thomas and David were, it is 

likely that Aaron was there also. 

 

III.  WILLIAM LYNCH- born about 1751+; died 4 Dec 1821, Greenville (originally a part of 

Spartanburg, SC.); married a woman whose first name was Mary.  There were two men 

named William Lynch in the area.  “The other William” was married to Ann Stone and came 

to Pendleton County, SC, from Pittsylvania County, VA, after the Revolution in which he was 

an officer.+  Because of his injury in the “Cherokee Expedition” early in the Revolution, this 

William is usually referred to as “one eyed William.” 

 In his petition for pension benefits there are two important facts: 

1)  On 23 May 1786, besides asking for his own benefits he also asks that the Stub 

Indents for John Lynch, deceased, along with the interest, “it being payable to me 

as executor of his estate.+ 

2) An undated petition for pension benefits reads…”William Lynch…in the eleventh 

year of age had the misfortune to lose his father who was killed by Indians; - in the 

twenty-fifth year your petitioner joined a corps of militia as a volunteer at the 

commencement of the Cherokee War (1776)…” 

So, if William was 25 in 1776, he was born in 1751.   Since he was 11 when his father 

was killed, that was in 1762, the time of the French and Indian Wars. 

Unfortunately, neither the name of the father, nor where he died is stated. 

Note:  South Carolina Militia Records for 1760+ list a William Lynch, serving with a 

Thomas Allison.   A list of Draftee of Nov 8, 1759, lists a John Lynch.+ 

 

IV. JOHN LYNCH -  born 1749; killed before 1781 in the Revolutionary War.  “A General Return 

of Col. Thompson’s Regiment of Rangers”+ lists John Lynch, age 26, 6 feet tall.  Since Bobby 

Moss shows this as 1775,+ he would have been born c1749.  In the Stub Indents, 

compensation for Revolutionary War Service was paid to Margaret Lynch, widow, for her 

husband, killed in 1781.   There is a Royal Land Grant for John Lynch in Granville County for 

300 acres on 13 September 1774.   In Pauline Young’s book of will abstracts, Abstracts of Old 
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Ninety Six and Abbeville District Wills, Reprint 1969, p 182: “John Lynch, est admin Mar 22, 

1786 by William Lynch.”   (Writer has photocopy of administration).  This is the John Lynch 

mentioned in William’s petition for money owed to the estate.  No children are listed. 

 *** This John CANNOT be the son of Aaron or the father of our John who was born in 

1760 and died in Platte County, MO, in 1846. 

 He most certainly is a close kinsman of one-eyed William Lynch, probably brothers. 

 *** The unanswered big questions:  who is the father who was killed about 1762 and 

where?  Are these two men kinsmen to Aaron, Edward and David? 

 


