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ANOTHER  SON-IN-LAW  FOR  THOMAS  

GERARD 
 

By  Beverly J Ellison Nelson 
 
When Edwin W. Beitzell wrote his article, “Thomas Gerard 
and His Sons-In-Law” for the Maryland Historical Magazine in 
1951, he evidently was unaware of daughter Elizabeth’s first 
husband, Dr. Robert Ellyson.1  Most Gerard family historians, 
including Mr. Beitzell, list Elizabeth’s first husband as 
Nehemiah Blakistone2 whom she did not marry until May 
1669.3  Since her projected birth date is about 1637 (before the 
arrival of the family in Maryland in 1638), it is unlikely that a 
young woman from one of the most prominent families would 
have remained unmarried until age 32. 
 
According to the Bible record of Elizabeth Ellison Erwin, Dr. 
Robert Ellyson was the son of John and Ellen Hamilton 
Ellyson who came to Archer’s Hope from Windyedge, 
Scotland.4  In the Muster of 1624 for Archer’s Hope and James 
City, Virginia, are listed John Ellyson who came on the 
“Prosperous” (probably the sailing of 1619)5 and his wife Ellen 
who was on the 1622 sailing of the “Charitie.”6 
 
The first official record for Robert Ellyson is found in the 
Archives of Maryland in 1642 when he was serving as Sheriff 
of Saint Mary’s County, Maryland.  On January 29, 1643, 
“Sheriff Robt Ellyson…to warne Tho: Gerard. gent…to give 
evidence touching such treasonable matters as they knew acpt 
rich Ingle…”7  This shows that Robert was linked with his 
future father-in-law, Dr. Thomas Gerard in Maryland. 
 
Beverly J Ellison Nelson is the retired owner of a gallery specializing in 
American Indian arts and crafts who has also spent the past twenty five 
years researching her genealogy about which she has published several 
articles.   A native Nebraskan, she lives in Littleton, Colorado, where she is 
an active member of several lineage societies. 
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The William and Mary Quarterly in October, 1895, quotes from a 
Randolph family Bible: “ William son of Henr: and Eliza: born 
at James City ye 12th Sept 1658 being Tuesday at Sunrising – 
baptized by Mr. Lonsdale minister ye 24th  8 hr  Sponsor Lt 
Coll. Robert Holt – Mr. Wm Azbrow and Mrs. Susanna 
Webster & Mrs. Eliza. Ellison.”8   Since the estimated birth 
date of Gerrard Robert Ellyson, son of Robert and Elizabeth, 
is about 1659, based on his re-patenting of one of his father’s 
land grants in 1680 by which time he was probably twenty-one, 
the marriage date prior to 1658 is consistent with Gerrard 
Robert’s birth.9 
 
Another baptismal record, this one for Thomas, the infant son 
of Robert and Susanna Gerard Sly states, “Baptised on ye 1st 
day of December 1666 AD Thomas infant son of Robert and 
Susanna Sly.  The sponsors being his uncle Justinian Gerard 
and aunt Elizabeth Ellyson.”10  Susanna, Justinian and 
Elizabeth Gerard were siblings, the children of Dr. Thomas 
Gerard.   This, then, points directly to Elizabeth Gerard being 
the wife of Dr. Robert Ellyson.  In her Bible record Elizabeth 
Ellison Erwin stated that Robert married Hannah Gerard.11  
Evidence indicates that she misremembered the name of their 
daughter, Hannah, for that of the mother, Elizabeth.  
 
Political difficulties in 1659/60 in Maryland caused Dr. 
Thomas Gerard’s banishment to Virginia.  As early as October 
18, 1650, he had acquired 1000 acres in Northumberland 
County.12  During his sojourn in Virginia he lived in 
Westmoreland County, Virginia, where he died.  His will of 1 
February 1672, proved 19 October 1673, refers to three sons 
and five daughters.  Unfortunately, he did not name the 
daughters or any Ellyson grandchildren.  By 1672, Dr. Robert 
Ellyson had died and Elizabeth had married Nehemiah 
Blakiston May 1669.13 
 
Besides serving as sheriff, during his years of residence in 
Maryland, Robert Ellyson practiced medicine.   The last record 
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for him in the Maryland Archives is dated February 7, 1644, 
which was a suit trying to collect for services from Ellen 
Stevenson.   By 1646 Robert left Maryland and moved to 
Virginia where he appears in the records of York County.14   
Just as he had in Maryland, Robert quickly became prominent 
in Virginia affairs, attesting to his powerful connections.  In 
1649 Robert is mentioned in the settlement of two estates: first, 
Thomas Beacon;15 second, Robert Jackson.16  By 1655 he was 
elected Burgess from James City County, a position he would 
again hold in 1659 and 1663.17  He served as a justice for James 
City in 165518 and then again became a sheriff, this time in 
1656 for James City County.19 
 
By 1659 Robert Ellyson’s name appears regularly in the York 
County, Virginia, court records where he is repeatedly referred 
to with the title of “Capt.”20  His testimony that he had treated 
Fortune Perkins for injuries indicates that he also still practiced 
medicine.21  The last record of an official government function 
is for “the Spring of 1664, Robert Ellyson was ordered, with 
Edmund Scarborough, the Surveyor General of Virginia, and 
several others to go to Manakin and confer with the 
Commissioners of Maryland if possible adjust the boundary 
dispute.”22   Although in 1656 Capt. Robert Ellyson was 
granted a tract of 577 acres with 377 acres in New Kent 
County and 20 acres in James City County for transporting 
twelve persons, there is no indication that Robert ever lived in 
New Kent County.23 
 
Since Elizabeth Gerard Ellyson married Nehemiah Blakiston in 
May 1669, obviously, Robert died prior to that date.  He may 
still have been living in 1667 when the debts of Capt. Richard 
Longman were filed in York County, acknowledging treatment 
by Dr. Robert Ellyson in 1666.24  For certain he was deceased 
on September 28, 1671, when the court ordered “Capt. Geo: 
Lyddall out of the estate of Doctor Ellyson” to pay a debt to 
Mr. Jno Harloe.25  “For the case to have reached the General 
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Court it is probable that some time had lapsed since his 
death.”26 
 
On October 2, 1672, the Court ordered that “Mr. Thomas 
Viccars bee Guardian to Gerrard Robert Ellison, sonn and 
Orphan of Major Ellison.”27   The birth of daughter Hannah is 
proven in a deed dated July 18, 1698, when Captain Anthony 
Armistead and Hannah deed to their son-in-law John West 200 
acres in new Kent County which is described as having been 
given to Hannah by her father Mr. Robert Ellyson of James 
City County, deceased.28   This was probably part of the 377 
acres he patented on August 26, 1657, along with the 200 acres 
in James City County for transporting twelve persons.   Since 
his son Gerrard Robert Ellyson re-patented it,29 Robert 
probably never lived on the land in New Kent County.  
Although some of his descendants appear on the parish roles 
and in Quaker records there, Robert’s name was never entered 
on official documents.   There are only two known children of 
Robert and Elizabeth: Hannah and Gerrard Robert, a name 
that was repeated for generations in the Ellison family. 
 
After Robert Ellyson’s death and her marriage to Nehemiah 
Blakistone, Elizabeth had four additional children: John, 
Susanna, Rebecca, and Mary Blakistone before Nehemiah’s 
death in 1693.   Her next marriage about 1696 was to Ralph 
Rymer, followed by the fourth marriage to Joshua Guibert.  
There are no known children by either of the last two 
husbands.30 
 
When Elizabeth made her will on 19 December 1715 as 
Elizabeth Guibert of St. Mary’s County, she evidently was 
again widowed, having out lived all of her husbands. The only 
children and grandchildren named are Blakistones, who are to 
inherit only if “being Protestants.”31 
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